BEES  AND   BOOKPLATES
Australia. Whether that be true or not, it is quite
certain that John Lane lost no time in making himself
acquainted with the habits of bees in order that he
might the more easily conciliate the good graces of Mr.
Neighbour. It may perhaps be due to the interest he
took in a race of insects so beloved of the Muses, that in
after years their children, the Poets, came swarming in
such numbers in and about The Bodley Head.
After bees, came bookplates. They were a great
resource. A colleague of Lane's at the Railway Clearing
House had described to me how Lane once produced,
for the edification of his fellow-clerks, a letter he had
received from a duchess in answer to a question he had
addressed to her regarding Her Grace's coat-of-arms!
His enthusiasm for bookplates, which was perfectly
genuine, brought about an acquaintanceship with Sir
Augustus Franks of the British Museum, an acquain-
tanceship which soon ripened into a close friendship.
It was by Sir Augustus Franks that he was introduced to
Dr. Richard Garnett, Keeper of Printed Books, whose
counsel and guidance were at this time invaluable to him.
Thus it was by interesting himself in the things in
which others were interested, that he was able to bring
himself into relationship with those whom he desired to
conciliate, and through whom he designed to advance
the fortunes, or the prestige, of his house. I do not
mean to suggest that Lane's enthusiasms were manu-
factured ad hoc. But I mean that he was able to turn
them to good account; to make the most of them.
Lane was a born collector. Bookplates, books, prints,
samplers, china, glass, silver, pewter, pictures, fans—I
do not for a moment suppose that that comes near to
exhausting the list. It was only the skill with which
Mrs. Lane arranged and grouped the heterogeneous
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